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DRAGONFLIES: BEHAVIOUR AND ECOLOGY OF ODONATA
(HARDBACK)

Cornell University Press, United States, 1999. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 254 x 183 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book. Among the most ancient and powerful of insects, dragonflies fascinate scientists and
nonspecialists in part because they are large enough for the behavior of individual insects to be observed and
interpreted. Indeed, so much useful information exists about dragonflies that they serve as valuable models for
interpreting the behavior and ecology of other taxa. Philip S. Corbet has devoted a lifetime to their study. His
book A Biology of Dragonflies has been a standard text for more than thirty-five years. This latest book
establishes a new benchmark for the Odonata, providing a comprehensive, critical review of past and current
knowledge both published and unpublished about species from all biogeographical regions in both functional
and evolutionary contexts. The volume emphasizes the diversity found in dragonfly behavior as well as unifying
patterns. It describes the behavioral strategies that influence the fitness of individuals in physical and biotic
environments and in all stages of the life cycle, and identifies the biological principles reflected in those
strategies. The book also examines behavior associated with processes such as habitat selection, foraging,
seasonal regulation, migration, territoriality, mating, and sperm competition, emphasizing the
interdependence of all developmental stages as well as relationships among dragonflies and other animals,
including humans. Dragonflies represents a remarkably thorough and searching appraisal of a single taxon,
featuring 252 drawings and black-and-white photographs, 96 color plates, nearly 100 appendix tables, and
more than 4,000 bibliographic citations to original sources. The wealth of information and its integrated
treatment will indisputably make the book the definitive source on dragonflies for years to come.
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