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illustrated. 1901. Excerpt: . . . which legend says turn into geese. | was a goose barnacle. Down in the vasty deeps
among the coral, the dulse grasses and the sea-weeds | was born, and being a goose barnacle | supposed that |
would turn into a goose by and by. We belong to the oldest known family of barnacles, the Lepas. Our family
history dates back to the cretaceous period. Long before Mother Nature even thought of the Irish Elk, the cave
bears, the elephant, the great horse, the caribou or the mastodon, she created the goose barnacle. Fifty years
ago, however, the world knew very little about us, or our history. Cuvier, Gerard and others classed us as
mollusks, but Darwin was wiser. Like the great Goethe he saw into things. He studied us. To him we owe the
rescue of. our history and traditions from oblivion. He proved to the world that we were of ancient lineage. But
it is my life that you want to know about and not that of my ancestors. | always get bothered when talking
about those people called scientists. They contradict each other so often that one does not really know what the
truth is unless he digs it up for himself. We barnacles, however, still keep faith with Darwin. Why, no one knew
anything at all about the corals down here in the sea until Darwin went out on a voyage in the Beagle and
coming home told the world...
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