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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** .Excerpt from The Continuity of Literature: Presidential Addresses,
1922 My feelings this afternoon would be ill-expressed if | did not find a few words to describe my pride and my
pleasure in the honour you have done me by appointing me your President. | live far apart from your
admirable activities, and | have never had the advantage of sharing your labours. | should therefore be frankly
at a loss to know how you discovered me, did | not think the answer simply to be that you felt by instinct my
sympathy in your work. So far, and so far only, can | dare to justify your choice. Your energy is all expended in
spreading and in regulating the love of English Literature; and that has been my aim also all my life. Sixty years
ago, furtively devouring Charles Lamb and Shelley in class-time, | became unconsciously dedicated to the
religion of which you are the priesthood. In those dim years | was without a guide - without a star, as the poet
says - merely by the magic of sweet music driven along a course which is now swept and rolled, elaborately
mapped, and provided with sign-boards of all colours like the pathways in a German forest. Those of you who
are engaged in teaching are much exercised about these rules and sign-boards. The report on The Teaching of
English in England , which Mr. Fisher ordered and Sir Henry Newbolt has edited, testifies to your zeal, and also,
you will forgive me for saying, your bewilderment. The subject is one of very grave importance and difficulty,
but | want to say quite clearly, at the...
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