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and there were certainly difficulties, but | think it is a much better payment system. | think, in the long run, this is
a better payment system. There will be people that will not be happy with it, but I think it is very equitable and it
makes much more sense as a much more rational payment system. AYTON Senator D. My time for my first
round of questions is up. Senator Carnahan. Senator C. Ambulance and emergency medical service ARNAHAN
providers in Missouri have raised some concerns about the use of 1998 data to calculate the reimbursement
levels. The concern is that these numbers are outdated and do not adequately reflect the current costs. How
would you address this concern Mr. S. | think we already have addressed it. Again, | do CULLY not want to get
punched by one of my attorneys here, but the issue for the NPRM was the best data we had at the time was 1998
data, and that was updated and inflated up to current terms. The con-cern | think that some of the people in
the provider community had was that there were not as many services provided in 1998 as 2000 and that data
might skew or throw off the numbers. | think we have adjusted it to do it appropriately. The negotiated
rulemaking was based on 1998 data. The 2000 data really is not clean enough to use yet, so if we had to use it, it
would probably delay the rule by a year, and there are some people that are very unhappy that the rule is
already...
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